College Admission Criteria

Factors Associated with Getting into College

· Grades in college prep classes







· Grades in all subjects



· Admission Tests


· Class rank



· Essay



· Recommendations

· Extracurricular Activities

Coursework

Every college considers a student’s coursework to be very important.  They are concerned with the type, amount and level of coursework.  Most colleges want to see a student with the type, amount and level of coursework.  Most colleges want to see a student who has challenged him/herself.  If honors and Advanced Placement (AP) classes are offered, most colleges want a student to have attempted this level if they are interested in attending a competition college.

Grades

The grade point average that most colleges consider in evaluating students is based on academic college preparatory classes.  Extra points are awarded for honors and AP classes.  UC and CSU campuses consider classes after the 9th grade.  However, students must earn a minimum of a C grade in the 9th grade in order for those classes to be counted for college entrance.  Most other colleges consider 9th through 12th grade classes.

Admission Tests

Most colleges require the SAT I or ACT.  UC campuses and other selective schools also require the SAT II tests.  The UC requires 3 SAT II tests in English writing, math, and one additional subject of the student’s choice.  Many colleges use the SAT II test results for college class placement.

Long-term test prep – read, read, read    anything you can, different texts develop different critical thinking skills.  Improve vocabulary and take the most challenging courses offered

Short term prep – keep it in perspective, lower your anxiety, become familiar with the types of questions and directions; take the PSAT and other practice tests.  Use the PSAT to identify strengths and weaknesses. Spend one month on each part of the SAT

48% take the SAT once, 38% twice, 11% 3 times, 2% 4 times, and 1% 5 times.  Critical reading makes up 40% of the verbal.  Otherwise each section gets harder. If you get one-half of the questions right, you would get a 1000.  You are eligible for 2 fee wavers in the junior year and two in the senior year.  You must do that in order to get a college application fee waver.

Essay

Each school evaluates the college essay differently.  The essay must be well written and contain an insight into the student that may not be represented elsewhere in the college application.  It is best not to re-list the various activities and/or honors that the student has received.  The student may address special circumstances or experiences that have affected his/her grades and life.

Recommendations

Many selective colleges require teacher and counselor recommendations.  It is critical to give the person time to write the letter of recommendation.  It is also important to give the person an addressed, stamped envelope with the request and to write a thank you note after the recommendation has been sent.

Extracurricular Activities

Colleges are looking for academic, community or athletic activities that show an interest or contribution.  They also like to see leadership and a length of involvement, not just a list of clubs.  They are interested in any awards or recognition.  It is important to keep a record of awards and recognition.

Some selective private colleges require or recommend interviews.

